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his great ideal, that of making England the champion
of Protestantism. With this end in view he joined
France against Spain, and conducted a vigorous war
all over the world. His soldiers co-operated with
Turenne in Flanders, and acquired Mardyke and
Dunkirk, fortresses of some value in securing the
command of the Channel (1658). At the same time
Blake sailed into the Mediterranean, chastised the
pirates of Tunis and Algiers, extorted an apology
from the Grand Duke of Tuscany, and alarmed the
Pope in the Vatican. He did not, perhaps, actually
accomplish very much, but he was the first English
admiral to exhibit the naval power of his country on
the coasts of Southern Europe, previous expeditions
in the same direction having been little more than
piratical raids by private individuals. Another expe-
dition was sent to the West Indies with the intention
of attacking Hispaniola, but it was badly organised.
Its two commanders, Venables and Perm, were per-
sonal enemies, and it failed to accomplish its original
purpose. In the hope, however, of removing some of
the consequent disgrace, it landed in Jamaica, which
island was easily conquered, and, although the value
of the acquisition was not realised at the time, the
possession was retained and its progress encouraged
by the Protector (1655).

The vigour which had been infused into the
government, and which appeared at home and
abroad, raised England to a position of greater
importance than she had enjoyed since the death
of Elizabeth, The alliance of Cromwell was valuable,
as is shown by the intervention of Mazarin to end
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